Richard Smart,
Richard-Bright,
Richard-Courage,

Richard SMART

On July 2, 2025, Richard Smart passed away. Our community owes him a special tribute given his
fame. Allow me to do so on behalf of all G/ESCO colleagues, based on my personal experience.

First and foremost, our condolences go to his family: his wife Bernice and their children Rachel and
Jeremy.

Career Summary of Richard Smart (1945-2025):

- 1961-1971 : Studying Agricultural Science for four years at Sydney University, specialization in
Agronomy. First professional work for New South Wales Department of Agriculture at Griffith on
irrigation and sunlight use by vineyards.

- 1971-1975 : PhD studies at Cornell University ; Professor Nelson Shaulis is generally regarded as
the ‘father of canopy management’ and was his supervisor. Thesis (1976) «Implications of the
radiation microclimate for the productivity of vineyards ».

- 1975-1982 : Teaching and Research at Roseworthy Agricultural College (South Australia). Notice
that CSIRO at that time missed the opportunity to integrate Richard Smart as research fellow.

- 1982-1990 : Research, extension and international consulting at the New Zealand Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries Ruakura Research Centre, Hamilton.

- 1990 to present : Consultancy ‘Smart Viticultural Services’ around the world or the ‘Flying Vine-
Doctor’. Keeping contacts with research, teaching and PhD supervising. Particular implications in
Canopy management, Climate change mitigation, global threat of Grapevine Trunk Disease (GTD).
His famous book (1991) « Sunlight into wine ; a handbook for wine grape canopy arrangement
(Richard Smart & Mike Robinson) ».

I met Richard in 1974 during my first mission to the USA at the Gevena station in New York and at
Cornell University. Richard was then finishing his PhD under the supervision of Professor Nelson
Shaulis, whose memory our group celebrated at the 22nd G/ESCO congress in Ithaca. During this



period, Richard was a kind of big brother to me, making me realize the importance of the real
microclimate of the vineyard, introducing me to several techniques and putting me in touch with
several specialists, teaching me in the vineyard the particularities of certain training systems, and
also helping me organize my stay thanks to a warm welcome. We formed lasting friendships that
allowed us to meet in California, Australia, New Zealand, Argentina, and Thailand. Our last meeting
took place in 2015 at the 19th GIiESCO congress in Pech Rouge and Montpellier, where he was a
keynote speaker. But | would like to highlight three special events:

- Our joint work in the Graves de Bordeaux and Pessac-Léognan appellations with the participation
of doctoral student Chantal de Loth in 1980 (Figure 1), the year | defended my own thesis; we were
able to establish relationships between the quality of wines from a sample of ‘crus’ and
ecophysiological parameters of the vine related to light and leaf water potential.
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Figure 1. Reference plot at Chateau Haut-Brion; Chantal de Loth spotting the vines (1980).

- The first Cool Climate Viticulture Wine Symposium in June 1984; Nelson Shaulis, Richard, and |
met there after our 1974 collaboration (Figure 2), and on that occasion we visited Scott-Henry's
first high/low vine trials, models later developed by Richard.

Figure 2. Miming vine architectures in Oregon vineyard (1984): Nelson Shaulis the Double Curtain
(left) ; Richard Smart the two tiers (center) ; Alain Carbonneau the Lyre (right).



- The meeting | organized in Bordeaux in November 1985 as part of an OIV seminar on vineyard
management and mechanization; the main researchers on new training systems presented their
models there (Figure 3): Richard (double-tiers and unfolded up/down); Cesare Intrieri
(continuation of the Geneva Double Curtain and Single Curtain); Giovanni Cargnello (Harp or
unfolded up/down off-center); myself (family of Lyres adapted to vines particularities).

Bordeaux, Novembre 1985)
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Figure 3. Miming vine architectures by the four ‘musketeers’ (1985).

Richard and | have maintained contact throughout our respective careers, when he was at
Roseworthy College, Ruakura, Mendoza, Davis, Chiang Mai in Thailand (figures 4 and 5), the last
time in 2015 in Montpellier and Pech Rouge, and each time the current of friendship was

reestablished.




Figure 4 (left) : Richard Smart with Alain Carbonneau at his right and Jorge Tonietto in the back, in
a vineyard near Chiang Mai - Thailand (2011).
Figure 5 (right) : Richard Smart in Alcinidi vineyard near Chiang Mal talking with technicians under
a big Lyre trellis (2011).

This even when we diverged on certain technical choices. Allow me to clarify the debate that there
was about the development of the various models unfolded up/down called 'Scott-Henry' or
'Smart-Dyson'. The colleagues of G/IESCO, notably the European, Portuguese, Italian or French, did
not accept that a winemaker from Oregon, Scott-Henry, gave his name to forms that existed
historically and practically with the same characteristics in vineyards, notably in the Vinos Verdes
region of Portugal. Our group then highlighted this historical precedence and, above all, worked to
improve the microclimate of the production area in these forms, as well as in those from Oregon.
This led GJ/ESCO to propose the Lys form in 1995 as a guarantee of the microclimate of the
production area in the up/down unfolded forms. The distance prevented our group from having
the opportunity to have a proper discussion with Richard, which was done much later.
Nevertheless, despite this disagreement between specialists, | can attest that our friendship has
remained intact.

There is much to write about Richard's career, so rich is it, as evidenced by the numerous
distinctions he has received, particularly in Australia and New Zealand. | would like to conclude by
relating an event that demonstrates that Richard's interests extended beyond vineyard
management. Figure 6 shows him offering Pope John Paul Il, who was passing through the Futuna
island, a sampling of unknown grapevine imported by French missionaries.




Figure 6. Richard Smart presenting the original vine (probably coming from Chile) planted around
1838 by St Peter Chanel at Poi, Futuna Island in Polynesia, to Pope John Paul I, Auckland,
November 1986.
(https://www.ruralnewsgroup.co.nz/wine-grower/wg-industry/a-saint-a-pope-and-a-grapevine)

This image serves as a conclusion to my friendly tribute: it illustrates the bond that Richard has
certainly just formed with our Lord. May He appreciate the extent to which Richard brilliantly
devoted himself to others, giving everything, even his own life, during which he fought with
extraordinary courage against the illness that took his life: his body succumbed, but his spirit
emerged invigorated. Now rest in peace with his soul:

Richard SMART, Richard-Bright, Richard-Courage!

Alain Carbonneau



