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Jacques FANET, former Deputy Director of the INAO, passed away on 14 December in Briançon. Born 
in Dijon in 1948, he was an agricultural engineer trained in viticulture and oenology at the École 
Nationale Supérieure d’Agronomie de Montpellier (France). 

Throughout his career, Jacques FANET played a major role in the development and governance of 
French appellations of origin. After leading the INAO centre in Perpignan, he became head of INAO 
services for the Mediterranean region and later Deputy Director of the INAO, where he contributed 
decisively to defining production conditions for all French AOCs, including wines, cheeses, and other 
agricultural products. His work covered a wide range of emblematic appellations and key issues, such 
as appellation recognition, zoning, product specifications, and appellation hierarchies. 

A pioneer in the scientific and cultural understanding of terroir, he initiated cooperation between INAO 
and INRA, leading to the international definition of viticultural terroir adopted by the OIV in 2010. His 
expertise was also widely disseminated through international missions and through his reference book 
Les terroirs du vin (2001). 

From 2002 to 2009, he served as director of the AOC Coteaux du Languedoc, contributing to the creation 
of the Languedoc AOC and to the structuring of regional appellations. He later chaired the association 
Planète Terroirs (2017–2024), supporting international exchanges and numerous PDO and PGI 
applications. 

Even after retirement, he remained closely connected to the wine sector, generously sharing his 
exceptional knowledge of terroirs with professionals and academia. Passionate, rigorous, and deeply 
human, Jacques FANET leaves a lasting mark on the world of viticulture and appellations of origin in 
France and abroad. 
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